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The 9th MooleMoot Japan was held at Jichi
Medical University, Tochigi, from Friday,
February 17, to Sunday, February 19, 2017,
which attracted about 160 participants,
including sponsors and institutional
members.

This MoodleMoot was the first “official”
MoodleMoot Japan. To commemorate this
recognition. Dr. Martin Dougiamas came to
Japan for his keynote speech.

The conference theme was “Active
Learning: the Moodle Way,” and Dr. Dougi-
amas and Dr. Hoyashita were invited to give
their talks on the conference theme.

There was a feature session on Moodle for
medical and nursing disciplines, which was a
new step forwards in our efforts to expand
the use of Moodle in Japan.

The Conference book (PDF) is available at
the MAJ website:
https://moodlejapan.org/course/view.php?id
=66

This was also the first moot since MA|
joined Moodle Users Association (MUA) as a
Gold Member, and several improvements
were made, including the renewal of MA)J
Website and the sponsor system regula-
tions.

MoodleMoot Japan 2018 will be held at
Musashi University, Tokyo.



https://moodlejapan.org/pluginfile.php/6459/mod_resource/content/1/%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC%E3%83%A0%E3%83%BC%E3%83%88%E3%82%99%E3%83%AB%E5%8D%94%E4%BC%9A%E6%A7%98%E3%83%BB%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC%E3%83%A0%E3%83%BC%E3%83%88%E3%82%99%E3%83%AB%E5%8D%94%E4%BC%9A%E5%86%8A%E5%AD%90%20%282%29.pdf
https://moodlejapan.org/course/view.php?id=66#section-3
https://moodlejapan.org/course/view.php?id=66#section-3
https://moodlejapan.org/pluginfile.php/6459/mod_resource/content/1/%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC%E3%83%A0%E3%83%BC%E3%83%88%E3%82%99%E3%83%AB%E5%8D%94%E4%BC%9A%E6%A7%98%E3%83%BB%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC%E3%83%A0%E3%83%BC%E3%83%88%E3%82%99%E3%83%AB%E5%8D%94%E4%BC%9A%E5%86%8A%E5%AD%90%20%282%29.pdf
https://moodlejapan.org/course/view.php?id=66#section-3
https://moodlejapan.org/course/view.php?id=66#section-3

Moodle Association of Japan Newsletter Vol. 9 May 29, 2017

2. RR b = Li— FILESZE % Best Moodle Award Winners

FORBAARL— FILL—FIT, 2016FEDRR b+ « L—FIL - 4/ R—2 a3 VEB I UR
Ab s L—=F-F—=TFoa—XENBEIN, UTOKEOAANREINFE LT,

At th 9th Moodle Moot Japan, Best Moodle Innovation Awards and Best Moodle Open
Courseware Awards for 2016 were given to the following members.

RZX b Li—FJL - 4/ R—% 3 ¥ Best Moodle Innovation Awards
[&EFE 1st Prizel
e Gordon Bateson, “Essay auto grade feature” (T v+ 4 HEh: s
https://github.com/gbateson/moodle-gtype_essayautograde.qgit
[Z5E 2nd Prize)
e Takayuki Fuwa, ‘Minerva” (79 74 ET 14 ZTLREX TETR)
https://github.com/yuesan/moodle-block_minerva
[££4F Honorable Mention]
e Kei lto & Akio Onishi, “Uphecker’ (R TS5 51 V)
https://github.com/VERSIO.../moodle-assignsubmission_upchecker
e Thom Rawson, “Database Summation with JavaScript” (JavaScriptCT7—4 X—X &
&#t) https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BOF TgdWR7gL 1MFIsLXc0ZjhYYzg/view

X b+ Li—FJL - #—F > a3—X ¥ Best Moodle Open Courseware Awards
=EFE 1st Prize]
e Matt Cotter, Mihigisxibsh - <4 1) B, XL EREDIKEE]
https://hub.moodlejapan.org/course/view.php?id=10
[ E 2nd Prize)
e Elton LaClare, “Moodle for Mixed Skills Courses”
https://hub.moodlejapan.org/course/view.php?id=20
[#£4E Honorable Mention]
e John C. Herbert & Gordon Bateson, “HotPot and TaskChain Module Demonstration
Activities” https://hub.moodlejapan.org/course/view.php?id=5
e Martin Meadows & Ba#f, TERHERXIEK : EEEXER - £1LFMEE]
https://hub.moodlejapan.org/course/view.php?id=9

~
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The 2017 R&D Grants were awarded to
the following four projects.

I.  Chemical formula filtering plugin,
Chem)Jax (A plugin to display Benzene rings
as well as chemical formula in Moodle) :
Miura & Matsuki, 200,000 yen

Il.  Forum reporting block and improved
forum interface (To allow teachers to see
quickly each student's activity in a forum/ all
forums in a course) : Campbell, 180,000
yen

1. New plugin for a Maori and Ainu
Cultural Exchange Course(s) (For
students to share their reactions and
comment on uploads like Facebook):
Cotter, 90,000 yen

IV.  MAJ Community Hub Custom Theme
Upgrade (Social Theme Upgrade, MAJ Hub
integration with core hub code, etc.):
Hinkelman, Jenkins & Asada,

82,080 yen

For details please visit the MAJ website at:
https://moodlejapan.org/mod/page/view.ph
p?id=1244

The resultant product must be released and posted
for distribution on the moodle.org plugins database or
any appropriate Moodle sites in Japan within one year
of acceptance. Also, the project results are expected to
be reported/presented in the Moodlemoot Japan 2018
and submitted as a report of research results.

4, RRMEAREIH K Call for Conference Proceedings
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Please submit your paper for Proceedings
of the MoodleMoot 2017.

Papers are classified into 2 categories:
General Papers and Peer-reviewed Papers. If
you wish to publish a peer-reviewed paper,
please be sure to submit your paper by
Friday, May 31, 2017; otherwise your
contribution will be published as a general
paper.

For a detailed call for papers, see:


https://moodlejapan.org/mod/page/view.php?id=1244
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https://moodlejapan.org/mod/forum/discus

s.php?d=1332
LIRTDMX I TRICTHEEWN-ZITFT:

https://moodlejapan.org/journal/

s.php?d=1332
Previous proceedings are available at:

https://moodlejapan.org/journal/

5. KL R & YRED 2 Inaugural Address from President Matsuki
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| am Takayuki Matsuki, the the second
president of Moodle Association of Japan
(MAJ). I am teaching information science at
Tokyo Kasei University and its graduate

school. My major is elementary particle
physics. | am still active in this major,
publishing papers and attending

international conferences to give talks.

| started using Moodle when | attended
a JUCE workshop on Moodle, held at Sonoda
Gakuen in Kansai in August, 2006. After
coming back to Tokyo, | installed Moodle on
my server and created a couple of courses
to use for the second semester. Now we
have a section to manage Moodle as our
campus-wide LMS, and | am just giving some
help on Moodle.

Moodle is among the most popular
LMSs in the world, but it is still not as
popular in Japan. The use of LMS is
increasing here, but there are other LMSs
that might look attractive to many
institutions. | think we should rethink what
roles MAJ should fill, and in what ways we
can grow. As new members with different
opinions or new ideas have joined to the
MAJ board every year, we are ready to work
on Moodle-related issues from various
perspectives, and to make MAJ even bertter.

As | mentioned my objectives as
preseident at the MAJ general meeting in
February, while keeping our good tradition, |
would like to expand the use of Moodle to
many other new fields and attract more
users, and to hold a unified Asian
MoodleMoot.

| decided to take on this position after a
month of listening to opinions from all sides
and thinking. | will work to improve and
expand MA|, always asking myself what | can
do for MAJ, and collaborating with other
board members.


https://moodlejapan.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=1332
https://moodlejapan.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=1332
https://moodlejapan.org/journal/
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Finally, | would like to express my

sincere appreciation to Harashima-sensei
for all his efforts for MAJ so far.

5. RBRIEE & YBED R Retirement Remarks from Former President

Harashima
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Starting from organizing the Moodle
Association of Japan Founding Committee in
2010, being officially elected as the first
president of the association in the following
year, | have devoted myself whole-heartedly
to the growth of the organization and the
diffusion of Moodle across Japan for seven
long years. As | see the current situation, the
membership has become stable with more
and more Japanese and female members
joining us each year. This is a good sign that
Moodle has taken root in Japan.

While in office, | have tackled many
challenges: publishing moot proceedings,
establishing an MAJ sponsor system,
registering the organization as a Gold
member of Moodle Users Association,
pulling our moot up to the level of an Official
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MoodleMoots, etc. | feel MAJ is gradually
becoming a rock solid organization.

| know there still are a lot of things to be
done, but one leader’s reign should not last
too long. | was convinced of the thought
when | heard the remark made by New
Zealand’s PM John Key as he abruptly
stepped down at the end of last year: “A lot
of leaders stay at the top too long.” I'm sure
| can do the jobs better than anybody, but
that is a common conceit many leaders fall
into. | believe an organization can only grow
with healthy “regeneration.” New blood is
needed. Our new leader, Prof. Matsuki, has
a strong vision for expanding Moodle to the
fields of science, information, and medicine.
This is wonderful. It is my hope that MAJ will
steadily grow in its membership and expand
its activities under the strong leadership of
Matsuki sensei.

| thank all of you MAJ members for your
support and cooperation during my stint.
May God bless you all and MAJ for many
years to comel!

[Hokkaido Chapter]
e Moodle Summer Workshop 2016 was

held at Hakodate Mirai University in
September, where 2 invited speakers
and about 40 participants made
presentations and ran workshops.
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https://majhokkaido.org/course/view.

php?id=2

e Moodle Summer Workshop 2017 will
be held on August 31 and September
1, 2017. https://majhokkaido.org/

https://majhokkaido.org/

[Tokyo Chapter]
[REXAR] e Moodle Tokyo Cafe has been
o L—FIL-kr—Fa—-H"T7HhEH conducting workshops regularly. The
MICEBZHEITTE Y. 2017F4827 latest workshop, Cafe #42 was held
HIZH 7 z#42hEAhnFE L=, on April 27, 2017.
o Hh 7 x#43lF. 20174E5A308(=Geek e Cafe #43 will be held on May 30,
Office Ebisu IZ TR SN E T, 2017, at Geek Office Ebisu.

{kﬁﬁi‘éﬂ} . [Osaka Chapter]
o FLE/MERTYA, 2016FEIX T—Y e Osaka Chapter is still small, but had

YayvTEAREBLTUVEY, 4 workshops in 2016.
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https://moodle.com/2014/12
/15/latest-moodle-partner-jo
ins-moodle-from-japan/
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