Moodle Association of Japan

Newsletter vol.1

February 1, 2012

MAJ Newsletter

Moodle Moot Japan 2012

February 22 to 23, 2012, at Mie University

The fourth annual MoodleMoot Japan will be
held at Mie University, in Mie on February 22-23,
2012.

There will be about 60 presentations with 8
concurrent sessions, including § workshops for
advanced users, 4 showcases and several lightning
talks (5-ro minutes each). Moodle Genius Bar and 4
beginner Moodle workshops are also arranged in
English and Japanese. Three keynote speeches will
be open to the conference attendees. Dr. Toshihiro
Kita from Kumamoto University will deliver the
first keynote speech, titled “Playing with Moodle -
Plugins and Customizing”, focusing on
customizations of Moodle. The second keynote
speaker, Michael de Raadt, Development Manager
from Moodle HQ, will explain in his address, titled
“How Moodle gets from HQ to you (and how you
can be involved t00)”, what processes are followed
in Moodle development and how even non-

developers can contribute in many ways. As well as
his Keynote, Michael de Raadt is also giving a
presentation titled, "Moodle Plugins: past, present
and future", and conducting a workshop,
"Upgrading plugins for Moodle 2". Martin
Dougiamas, Moodle Chief Developer at Moodle
HQ will make an Online appearance to give the
third keynote speech, titled “The Roadmap towards
Moodle 3.0”, which outlines new directions as
Moodle adapts to changes in education and
technology.

The online registration deadline for non-
resenters will be open here until February 6th
Mon), 2012.

Please note that participants attending the
workshop will need to bring their own laptop with
Wi-Fi.
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Moodle Moot 2011 Was A Great Success

The third annual Moodle-
Moot Japan, held at Kochi
University of Technology, ex-
ceeded expectations with 208
participants and unanimous
approval of the inaugural Con-
stitution and By Laws of the
Moodle Association of Japan.

Moodle Moot Japan 2011, the
largest Moot in Japan to date, was
held in Kochi, Shikoku Island on
February 22-23. Approximately 185
teachers, developers and admin-
istrators from Japan and abroad
participated in the Moot. There
were over 56 presentations with 6
concurrent sessions, 13 showcases
and a Moodle Genius Bar. 4
beginner Moodle workshops were
also held in English & Japanese.
Although many of the presen-
tations focused on language
teaching, a number of interesting
talks covered subjects such as:
‘Moodle for Fire-fighting Training
and Knowledge Management’
given by the head of the
Yokohama Fire Bureau systems
engineering section and ‘Moodle
for Call Center Training’ given by
the head of Adobe Systems
Support Center.

Martin Dougiamas, founder
and lead developer of Moodle,
and Dr. Haruhiko Okumura,
developer of the Mie University
version of Moodle, both delivered
Keynote speeches at the 2011
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Moot. Martin Dougiamas
discussed the current state of the
Moodle project including Moodle
2.0, as well as future directions
with Moodle 2.X. The following
day, Dr. Haruhiko Okumura
spoke about how Moodle has
been customized and promoted
over the years at Mie University.
The Mie University version of
Moodle is a localized version of
Moodle that is popular with many
Japanese Moodp lers. Dr. Okumura
co-authored the book Moodle
Nyumon. (Introduction to Moodle)
and will be hosting the 2012
Moodle Moot at Mie University
from February 22-23.

The 2011 Moot held at Kochi
University of Technology raised
723,200 yen whic was
contributed to Moodle head-
quarters to help with the devel-
opment of Moodle code. The
donation was presented to Martin
Dougiamas by Hideto Harashima
and Don Hinkelman.

(Don Hinkelman & Paul Daniels)
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President’s Message

Hello. I'm Hideto Harashima. I
was honored to be elected as
president of Moodle Association of
Japan in the first general meeting of
MAJ, February 22nd, 2011. I started
using Moodle for my classes in April,
2004. Since that time, I've been
fascinated by the versatility and the
ease of use of this software. I've done
a number of presentations, work-
shops, and fundraising for Moodle to
promote it in Japan and elsewhere.
I've just wanted to “reciprocate the
favor” that I received from this
wonderful educational tool, Moodle.

I'm an English teacher and have
no expertise in computers or pro-

gramming. Therefore, I was reluc-
tant to accept this position, but I
thought twice and realized that
there were more lay people than
experts among current and potential
Moodle users in Japan. I decided to
represent those “silent majority;” and
work hard for Moodle to become
more friendly and accessible to
computer-apprehensive educators.

I also thought that I could
bridge the gap between English-
speaking and Japanese-speaking
Moodlers in Japan. These two groups
should not stand apart. We should
cooperate with each other and work
for ONE moodle community in
Japan. That’s the philosophy of MAJ

and I’'m confident that I can steer
the organization in the right
direction.

MAJ is aiming to recruit
members from sections like
business, secondary education,
subjects other than languages,
and government offices. We need
your help. We have email and
discussion forums available to all
people at MAJ web site for input.
Please let us know your sugges-
tions for improvement of our
activities.

Looking forward to seeing
you all in Mie!

(Hideto D. Harashima)
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The MA]J Research and Development Plan

The Constitution of the Moodle Association of
Japan specifies that 50% of the annual net income
of the association shall be donated to the Moodle
Trust (Moodle HQ), 40% spent on local research
and development projects with just 10% being
apportioned for operating expenses. This article
describes the steps being made towards establishing
the best way to appropriate this forty percent.

While we expect that MAJ’s R&D activities
will be expanded into multiple directions in the
future, at this stage we are planning to programs, 1)
Recognition Awards for those who have made a
significant contribution towards Moodle use in
Japan in the previous year, and 2) Research &
Development Grants for those who have a clear
plan for a way to enhance Moodle functionality,
particularly as it relates to Japan.

Recognition Awards

A sum of ¥100,000 per year will be
used as awards to the best
developments related to Moodle by
members of MAJ. These might be the development
of a new module or block, or even a suggested
patch to the current code which adds greater
functionality to a current version. The development
itself need not be specific to Moodle as used in

Japan.
4 People can nominate themselves or be
nominated by others.

4+ Any current member of MAJ, apart from
those on the vetting committee is eligible to
receive the award.

4+ A description of the innovation will be
submitted by 15 February 2012 on this page.

4 MA]J members will then vote on the
nominations via this Moodle page.

4 The R&D committee will then determine
the awardees, based not only on the votes, but
also_ on _comments accompanying the votes and
the R&D panel's own expertise.

4 The innovation must have been submitted to
moodle.org as contributed code in some form or
manner, such as a contributed module, block or

theme, or as a suggested improvement to the base
code via the Tracker.

There are 4 awards, which will be presented
annually at the MAJ Moot:

4 Best innovation for year 201x -- ¥50,000
4+ 2nd Best innovation for year 201x -~ ¥25000
4 Honorable mention -- ¥10,000 x 2

The nomination form is available on the R & D
web page. The deadline for nominations is 15
February 2012.

Research & Development Grants

Applications will be accepted from individuals,
groups or commercial developers for funds to
develop new functionality for Moodle that is
particularly needed in Japan and other Asian
contexts. Any current member of MA]J, apart from
those on the vetting committee, are eligible to
receive a grant. The application process will begin
on 1 February 2012. For the Year 2012, an
accumulated amount of approximately ¥ 1,000,000
will be available for disbursement. See the R & D

section of the MAJ website for complete details.
(Thomas Robb, R & D Committee Chair)

HAR L — PV He
v, DRI A D50 % A3
MoodleX:4: (Moodle4s)
~NEME N, 40% DIENOHF
PR TR 27 b, B
D D10 % D3l 2 E I
TonEd,

ZD40% 2 FIH LT, HaT
1%, 1) Moodle BHFICE T S
HIEE QBB EHRRICN T 2
SBEIE &, 2) Moodle DEERE
M) |- 7% H 5 9 BHE e FSE i
XS 2 iR R MBI &~ M
HLELX,

NEME (RAL-L—K)L-
A4/ R—Y3VE)
Moodlex—¥, Kz HAD

2—HichHmEEbins €

Pa—uesay vk

LCWwWilrwnihkihiic%z, BEL

EEICL EDEREZ WAL

7,

B4 I RAEI0 T

B (A - i) offit)iz2012

#2H15HTY. R&DR—Y D

2) iR - FRmEIE

Moodle D#1 L\ H%aE, FFic,
HAE X XMbo 72 7 K E T
PEINHEEDRFEIZDOWT
fliEOHGEZ TR >TLESE
v, HEWMEoa28TH NI

GEEZEIIFRC) HIEERKD
HHET,

HEEIZ2012822H1H X %2

A 9. BRI MAJO
R&D R=Y % JEL 230,

W7+ — L% CHHLZE
v,



http://moodlejapan.org/home/mod/questionnaire/view.php?id=508&lang=en_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/mod/questionnaire/view.php?id=508&lang=en_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/mod/questionnaire/view.php?id=508&lang=en_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/mod/questionnaire/view.php?id=508&lang=en_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/course/view.php?id=52&lang=en_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/course/view.php?id=52&lang=en_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/course/view.php?id=52&lang=en_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/course/view.php?id=52&lang=en_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/mod/questionnaire/view.php?id=508&lang=ja_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/mod/questionnaire/view.php?id=508&lang=ja_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/course/view.php?id=52&lang=ja_utf8
http://moodlejapan.org/home/course/view.php?id=52&lang=ja_utf8

Moodle Association of Japan

Newsletter vol.1

February 1, 2012

Sharing Cart: The Easy Way To Copy And Move Activities In Moodle

Do you have more than one course? Do you
want to copy activities from one Moodle course to
another? Have you wanted to copy something
from your colleague's course? If you answer yes to
any of these questions, then the Sharing Cart is the
plugin for you. Of course, Moodle has a standard
Backup and Restore, but that can take more than
twenty clicks and up to 5 minutes to move a single
item. The Sharing Cart does it in seconds with 3-4
clicks.

At Sapporo Gakuin University, our teachers
share quizzes, videos, surveys, links and handouts
between each other every day using Sharing Cart
1.9. We keep a section on our site to keep
templates of our best courses. Then any teacher
can go there and grab a quiz or assignment that
they like. Also each of us has 5-10 classes per week.
So just duplicating an activity into another course
takes just seconds. It is our number one plugin that
teachers love. So needless to say, we would never
move to Moodle 2 without it.

Fortunately, just released by Version2 software,
Sharing Cart 2.2 will do the same process for you in
the latest Moodle release. Our programmer,
Tomonori Maruyama, explains that the Sharing
Cart is very stable, because it uses the standard
backup and restore code from Moodle core. Mr.
Maruyama will be demonstrating the Sharing Cart
at MoodleMoot Japan in Mie, so be sure to watch
for his presentation in Mie in February. You can
also get documentation on Moodle Docs.

The Sharing Cart is a block. So it can be
installed in less than five minutes. As a site
administrator, download the zip file, unzip it, and
drag it into the
blocks folder.

Then go to Site
Administrator and
click on Notifica-
tions. The Sharing
Cart will install
itself and you are
done. Just activate

the Sharing Cart

by adding it as a
block in any course
you visit. The
Sharing Cart is a
personal block
that only copies
things for you. The
block follows you
around your site
like a little
“pocket” to store
things (resources and
activities) that might be useful. Of course, it only
copies the activity format, never the user names
and content.

Contact Don Hinkelman in Japanese or English
and ask for your free copy of the Sharing Cart.
<hinkel at sgu.ac.jp> (Don Hinkeleman)
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Moodle Apps for Mobiles

As users are increasingly accessing Moodle
through mobile devices, institutions are grappling with
ways to bridge existing Moodle installations with
mobile technologies. Currently, mobile devices are
being coupled with Moodle via a medley of naive
mobile apps. This article offers readers a review of
mobile applications in progress.

My Moodle

This is the Official Moodle mobile app
designed to supplement a web-based
Moodle site. I\X Moodle requires an
upgrade to Moodle 2.1 or later with web
services activated. The app is available at the
Apple App Store.

My Moodle allows users to:

% capture and upload images, audio or video to a
‘Private Files’ area within Moodle 2.X

% view course participant list & profile information

% send messages to participants & add participants
to iPhone/iPad contacts

% access some sections of a Moodle course offline

% view Moodle documentation

A more detailed review of My Moodle can be
found here and a development roadmap is listed here.

Umim.,

If you do not own an Apple mobile device,

then you can try ‘umm’, the unofficial

clone of the Moodle Mobile app for

Android and BlackBerry,: Umm is built
using HTML3, CSS3, JavaScript, Phonegap, jquery, and
j%uerymobile. Details of the app can be found here, an
the software can be downloaded from this Moodle.org
page. There is also a discussion of the app here.

Moodlle Mobiles Media Apps

The following mobile media apps can be used to
upload images, audio and video from a mobile device to
a Moodle course. All three mobile apps are designed to
upload media seamlessly to a Moodle (ver. 1.9) course
and require the installation of accompanying Moodle
modules which can be downloaded from' the Moodle
Modules website. The ans are currently available for
Apple i0S and the development of the Android-based
versions in the works. Below is a short synopsis of the
three Moodle mobile media apps.

VoiceShadow for Moodle allows
learners to simultaneously listen to an
audio file uploaded to a Moodle course
and record their ‘shadowed’ speech using
a mobile device. The voice shadow audio
files are then uploaded to the Moodle
course. The app can be downloaded here.

Moodle Slideshow is a simple mobile
app that can be used to upload images
with recorded captions to a Moodle
course. The images and audio are
automatically converted to a HTMLs

online slideshow when uploaded to Moodle. The app
can be downloaded here.

Moodle VideoBoard is a simple tool that can be
used to record video on an iPhone or iPad and send the
video file directly to a Moodle course. The video is
shared within a Moodle course via a VideoBoard
activity. Students and instructors can view uploaded
video and add comments. The VideoBoard app will be
available soon on the app store.

MoodIEZ

This iPad only app by Pragma Touch can be

used to upload files from an iPad to a

Moodle 1.9 or 2.0+ course or download

files from a Moodle course to an iPad. The

app costs $2.99 on the Apple App Store.
More information is available here.

MLE-Moodle_ is a plugin for Moodle 1.9.
It is no longer being supported and a
Moodle 2.0 version wﬁl not be developed.
The plugin allows access to core Moodle
course activities, such as lessons, quizzes,
assignments, resources, forums, surveys,
choices, and wikis from a mobile device using either the
MLE mobile client or a mobile web browser. The MLC
mobile client is a mobile Java application so will run only

on devices that support Java, i.e. Google Android, but
not Apple iOS. The app can be downloaded at this MLE

page.

Moodle News for Mobile apps
Finally, Moodle News published an informative

d chart that provides a brief overview of available mobile

Moodle apps here.
(Paul Daniels)
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Moodle 2.2 - What’s New?

Moodle 2.2 was released in December, 2011. Here
are some of the major new features. For a full
description of Moodle 2.2, see Moodle 2.2. release
notes.

Advanced grading methods & Rubrics

Advanced grading methods allows the teacher
to use various assessment forms like rubrics to
grade students’ work. Modules that support
advanced grading methods have the grading
method selector included in their settings form.

Rubrics are the first plugin of a new Advanced
Grading’ plugin type. A rubric consists of a set of
criteria. For each criterion, several descriptive levels
are provided. The rubric editor is available via the
advanced grading method management screen.

Currently; only the Assignment module support
them but more activity modules are supposed to be
supported soon.

Moodle2.223201 14E12H I Y —A XN F L
7o ERHHEEED %2 AL £ 9, FEAZ
MoodleDocs® F¥ 2 X v b (HEEE % &L X0,

SHEFEA =X (advanced grading methods) &
STiEt (rubrics)

TREMIEE 70 29 &, TEHlifeEh 2 &
Mz Mtk A»FIHTE 2 ke 3, T
ifg k) 1FEHEIENED £ v 5D, FEEEYE S
CICEREE AR TIHMIiEEN S A 6N E T, B, 2
DFL WEHlli XA Z 2 DIFHVEE Y 2 — LD A
T,

IMS LTI & IMS CC

Moodle 2.2. supports the IMS Learning Tools
Interoperability (LTI) standard and IMS Common
Cartridge (CO).

The IMS LTT is a simple but promising way
that e-learning tools can interoperate. It allows
Moodle to embed learning objects from external
web sites into courses in such a way that Moodle can
pass user data to the tool, and the tool can send
grades back to Moodle’s gradebook.

The IMS CC is a I1()1atform-independent
popular standard for packaging learning content
(courses). For example it is used by publishers to
publish simple courses to go with their textbooks, in
a way that works on a variety of Learning
Management Systems. Moodle did have support for
importing CC packages in Moodle 1.9, and this is

now available for Moodle 2.2 and later. Exporting to
CC will come in 2.3.

MyMobile theme

Moodle 2.2 has a
standard theme in core that
is custom-designed for
smartphone browser
screens. This means that
when users visit your Moodle
site on a small screen they’ll
see a completely different
layout, but one that is
suitable for small touch-
screens. For details, see John

Stabinger’s page.

IMS LTI & IMS CC

Moodle2.21% TIMS*##E Y — VA A#E A
(LTI & "MS#@Es—1+Y v (CC) ¥ HR—F
LTWwET, #iFIc & hMoodea —ANITHEED2E
BA 7027 b2 OIAAR, ZOFEEERZ
MoodlelZE D B$ 2 ENHfEgic e b £9, B&IL,
779 73— LI LB VEE IV TV D
oy r —PALREHE T, Moodle2.2TIZCCy
=Y DA VR— b DANEETT,

MyMobile® 75—~

Moodle2.2TlZ A< — F 7 # Y MILDIEHE 5 — =
HIFCE £9, #fllidJohn Stabinger Ko _—
TR S v,
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