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Moodle Moot Japan 2015
Kyoto Approaching
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The 7th Moodle Moot Japan will be held from
Friday, February 20 to Sunday, February 22,
2015, at Kyoto Sangyo University.

Friday will be a workshop day, where 16 ses-
sions are offered to meet the needs of attend-
ing participants and interests, including two
workshops run by Marina Glancy from Moo-
dle HQ, and four sponsor workshops, as well
as beginners, intermediate, and advanced
workshops.

Saturday and Sunday will include about 60
concurrent sessions, including academic and
commercial presentations, and workshops.
Three keynote speeches will be delivered by
Shoji Kajita from Institute for Information
Management and Communication, Marina
Glancy from Moodle Head Quarters, and Mar-
tin Dougiamas, the founder and lead developer
of Moodle (Remote Presentation).

The registration deadline (for non-presenters) is

Monday, 9 February, 2015. » Details
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Kyoto -

0T, HUHREESE

KEAIZT, BT HAL— RV« &— FD3BHfE X
NnET,

20HE)IZV —2 > ay 7« 74T, Moodle
DR ok - By —2 > a2y Iz,
Moodle&Fo~<Y + « 75 v —RIz &k 524

20154E2H20H ()% 522H(H

DI—r>av7, MMORR Y — T —7
vavy T —2 > ay 7R El
LE7,

21H(E) - 22H(H)I2IX, s L ORH 7L
Vr—yay, 7—73a7ihER0nky v a
V&, FHEBRAIE IR BRI T A0 = O g Y
A%, L— FOVARHEBHFE 7 a2 AEHE D~
VF 75 —K, MoodleDEE#ETh 5~ —
T4V Py X7 <R (EiE#EH)IC X 5300
HITHREEZ PEL T E T,

SIEEH DY 0 1220154E2HIH () T T GEF
#H)., Dot

Wt S0 TV IIYI =Ty X7
L Shoji Kajita , Marina Glancy AR
 merfimey TR W L — VAT %7 T 2 Martin Dougiamas
I o T Pl | Moodle i

Venue 2355 | Kyoto Sangyo University 5lPEER

It takes 40-50 minutes from JR Kyoto St. or Hankyu Karasuma St. to Kyoto Sangyo University (KSU) by public
transportation. Kamigamo Shrine, one of the World Cultural Heritage sites in Kyoto, is a ten-minute car ride from

KSU.
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MA]J Grants & Awards 2B & SiE

In accordance with the Constitution of the Moodle Association of Japan, we use 40% of our annual
net income to encourage local research and development projects, by awarding annual prizes to per-
sons or projects worthy of reco%nition, and providing grants to further enhance the operationality of
Moodle as an educational tool. The winners of Grants of 2014 and Awards of 2013 were as follows.
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MAJ Research and Development Grants of 2014 MAJAZ - FF®@BIE

« Upgrade of the Moodle Reader module (Gordon Bateson, sIR-AFERZE) ... ¥220,000

« Hotpot & Task Chain Development (Gordon Bateson, IR“EBEKF) ... ¥180,000

+ Plug-in for Digital Materials (Takahiro Nakahara) ..........cccccccocvvivininiiiincnn. ¥200,000
« Upgrade of the Moodle Hub (Don Hinkelman, FL##“~B¢ K% & Justin Hunt) ¥350,000

Best Moodle Innovations (Recognition Awards 1 E) of 2013

First Prize &8 &: Mamiline (Takayuki Fuwa, Version2)
Second Prize 85 &: 4 RFTEEKL Y — L (Kenichi Kamiya, KR T3 K%)
Honorable Mention {£{EE:
o efti]> < B (Shinya Ozawa, Daisuke Nakanishi, /s E{EE K2 Akio Onishi, Versionz)
o Lecture Feedback Module (Osami Okuda, FL#E22FE K%, Narumi Sekiya,
I'T-Sapporo; Tomonori Maruyama, Version2)

Best Open Courseware (Recognition Awards EFIE) of 2013
First Prize REBFE: ~ 7 &5 73 (Yasuaki Tatsumi)
Second Prize 8555 Online Typing Tutor (Christian Thompson)
Honorable Mention {£1EE:

« Scientific Writing & Presenting (Jonathan Harrison & Vanbaelen Ruth)
+ Mostly Talking Activities (Justin Hunt)

All these projects are of siﬁniﬁcance and directly related to educational practices. We hope to receive your
recommendations for the Recognition Awards and applications for the R&D Grants this year, too.

En7nyxry b HBEEFIRICHEE ORI ERFODDTT, 204 FELEIADS DHEEZ B LTWET,
Kita =%)

Call for Submissions Open J353Z -}

: MAJ Research and Development Grants of 2015 MAJFA - FASHEIS

. Applications will be accepted for funds to develop new functionality for Moodle that is particularly
i needed in Japan and other Asian contexts. Submissions will be accepted until 31 January, 2015. See :

the MAJ website for details. :
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: Best Moodle Innovations (Recognition Awards i) of 2014

: Innovative developments related to Moodle will be selected for this Best Moodle Innovation Awards.
i Submissions will be accepted until 15 February 2015. See the MAJ website for details. :
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: Best Open Courseware (Recognition Awards ERE) of 2014 :
: MAJ members are invited to share their courseware at the MAJ] Course Sharing Hub site, which was :
: developed to collect and distribute free, open courseware for any school or teacher using Moodle. Upload :
i your best Moodle course for this Best Open Courseware Awards by 15 February 2015. See the MA]J :
: website for details. :
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Moodle Moot Japan 2014 in Okinawa
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The 6th Moodle Moot Japan was held for three days
from Wednesday, February 19 to Friday, February 21,
2014, at Okinawa International University, in Gi-
nowan City, Okinawa.

The pre-conference workshops on Wednesday con-
sisted of eleven sessions, including beginners, inter-
mediate, and advanced workshops by MAJ workshop
leaders, and a keynote
speakers’ joint workshop,
where Adrian Greeves
and Helen Foster, from
Moodle HQ, showcased
various activity examples
using new features in
Moodle 2.6.

The two-day main conference featured five keynote
speeches:  “Whither Higher Education After
MOOCs?” (Syun Tutiya), “In the Post MOOC Era,
What Are Moodle’s Prospects?” (Masumi Hori),
“Making Moodle Fit Japan: Alternate Names and
Gamification” (Adrian Greeve), “A Guide to Partici-
pating in the Moodle Community” (Helen Foster),
and “Moodle 2.6, 2.7 and the next 1000 years” (Mar-
tin Dougiamas; Remote Presentation).

About 60 concurrent sessions
included three roundtable dis-
cussions, academic and com-
mercial presentations, and topic-
based workshops. The round-
table discussions addressed the ==

Moodle community, the database

module, and open education and Moodle. The com-
mercial presentations (Calinto, Cengage lLearning,
Joe’s Cloud Computing, TechnoWalker, and VER-
SION2) provided practical information that could
help manage Moodle courses/sites or develop plugins.
The academic presentations covered a wide variety of
topics, e.g., using Moodle for learning specific skills,
developing plugins and modules, and integrating ex-
ternal services/tools with Moodle. Some of these pre-
sentations have been published in the conference pro-
ceedings, available at the MAJ website.

Okinawa International Uni-
versity helped make Moot
2014 a success through their
& support running the confer-
ence, and by welcoming the
participants with students’
traditional Ryukyu dance,
and a view of Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma, guided by students.
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Assignment module in Moodle 2.7

The assignment module has had some major changes
particularly from 2.5 and these are all included in the
2.7 edition. The ease with which one or several
graders can give feedback and assess student submis-
sions will mean many teachers who weren't using it
before, will begin using it now. Indeed it could be
used in the future for abstract submissions for the
next Moot, such is its power and ease of use.

To set up a new assignment, you turn editing on and
choose “assignment” from the “add an activity or re-
source” menu. You name the assignment and include
details that the student will see regarding the assign-
ment. As with other activities you can set time limits
for submission. The type of submission offers an on-
line text type (where Kou can set word limits), a file
upload, or 1if you uncheck both the assignment will
become an offline assignment where you can simply
add grades for something students did offline. You
have the option to comment inline as well as other
options for feedback but where this activity comes
into its own is the grading methods. Simple direct
§radin is the first option and easiest (but also the
aziest!). The other two options are the “marking
guide” and “rubric”. In many respects the marking
guide is a much stronger version of the rubric and it is

this that

Grading method @) [ Marking guide 3 I'd like to
Simple direct grading spen d

Rubxric some time

explaining.

If you choose it and “save and display” you get a win-
dow that asks you to define the new grading form
from scratch. (%If you have already made some, you
can use them by choosing the template option.) You
then give the grading form a name and &scription.
You then create the criterion on which you are grad-
ing the assignment. You can also add specific infor-
mation, if you are using multiple graders, for those
graders. If the submission was an essay you might set
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3 to 5 criterion — content, style, answering of question,
extra details and an overall grade — for which you can
set a numerical grade
for each. The num-
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Description for Students
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21911 can also set a list of “frequently used comments”.
hese appear when you start grading each assign-

ment andp can be added to feed%ack with one click.

This is an enormous time saver for busy teachers.
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When setting u%(;he assignment there are other use-
ful options too. When using multiple graders you can
set blind marking so you don't see the students'
names. A marking workflow can be set so that grades
only I%o to students after everyone has finished grad-
. [43 : » M

ing. If you set the “notify students” option the system
sends an email to the students when grading 1s fin-
ished.

Opverall, the assignment module is an extremely pow-
erful, time saving option for teachers to give quality
feedback to students. I'd certainly encourage any who
haven't looked at it yet to consider it when setting up
courses in the future. (Hagley)
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G4 XY I Chapter Events
Hokkaido Chapter | 2014 Summer Moodle Workshop

The Third Moodle Summer Workshop in Hokkaido
was held in early September at Otaru University of
Commerce.

Thanks to Ibrahim Farouk who was the host and site
chairman this year. As usual, other members of the
Hokkaido team pitched in to plan the event. Hideto
Harashima an(f Mari Yamauchi came up from
Honshu to represent the MAJ Board.

Hideto Harashima was also one of our three featured
speakers and offered
us a session on the
Workshop Module
and on his latest
. research project.
Elton IEadlare
demonstrated his
aﬁproach to listening
skills development
and Justin Hunt
offered a workshop
on using PoodLL as well as introducing modules that
he has made that go beyond PoodLL.

There are a few things that are unusual about the
Hokkaido Summer Workshops. One is our approach
to training to new users. On the first day of the
conference Eric Hagley and Hideto Harashima ran
two-hour Beginners’ orksholg)s in Japanese and
English. Afterwards, six more hours in which new
users had one-on-one training with a skilled Moodle
user were run by volunteers. Most of the presenters at
the Summer Workshop also volunteered. Our theme
has always been: “Learning from each other & giving
back to the community!”

3MH & % At EMoodletr v —7 — 7 3 a v 7539
HEIDIIMERGRER A ThlfE S v L 72,

T - BBERERE 7 7L — 27 2dulb LT, fhodk
MRESGREEMRENICR I L, AND 5 MATHEIFH S
ZRFELURE, IWABSINL £ L7z, FofEfE
T, V=273 avy 7 - a2—L(ER), VA=
VI RAXNER(S 7L T7), PoodLLIEH(N v )bk
b L7z,

Another is that the workshops
are free! We want to attract new
users. We also want to make it |
easier (cheaper) for Moodlers
outside of Hokkaido to join us.
We get a chance to learn from
their presentations and they can
tour Hokkaido and enjoy our fresh food. Maybe even
play some golf!

Thanks to grants from Otaru University of
Commerce and MAJ we were also able to invite
featured speakers.

Every year we try to make the workshops better and
to attract more participants. In 2015 we will be
holding the Hokkaido Summer Workshops at
Muroran Institute of Technolo%y, with Eric Hagley as
our host. Hope to see you there! (Gettings)
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Any local group of Moodle users can establish a local
chapter ot MAJ, as approved at MAJ Annual Gener-
al Meeting 2013. A local group of five or more
members with paid national memberships can apply
for MA]J recognition to start a chapter (Local Chap-
ter Application Form is available here).

Benefits of becoming a chapter include dispatch of
workshop leaders to chapter events and use of a
subdomain on the MAJ webserver. For details see

Local Chapter Rules.
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Moodle Summer Workshop in
Muroran, Hokkaido.

BEL—RIGEOILEEXPIFERIERFETE4BDL—RIVYY—7—0 3y
TERELET, 201557818, 19BICITTVWET, ERDT—I > 3y TOMHER
R ELBDFT, ERILERZEIFHTRESHSH 1 KET. ERREHEVWTT,

=t ESEILTLIESE W,

The Hokkaido Chapter of Moodle Association of Japan would like to announce that
Muroran Institute of Technology will host the 4th Moodle Summer Workshop on Sat-
urday and Sunday, July 18,19, 2015.

Hope we can see many of you there for this free workshop where you'll learn more
about Moodle and also see presentations on using Moodle. Muroran is about 1 hour
from Shin Chitose (Sapporo) airport and very close to the famous Noboribetsu hot-
springs. You can find more information about the workshop and conference at

Thoodle
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MURORAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
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HZAe-Learning K Japan e-Learning Awards 2014
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Japan e-Learning Awards 2014 recognized members of Moodle Associa-

tion of Japan and a sponsor of Moodle Moot Japan 2014 for their work
with the following awards.

AT IN - F Ly Y (b= 2014 AR V¥ —)
Digital Knowledge Co., Ltd. (Sponsor of Moot 2014)

27 7% FRILRSY — ¥ AMananda (% 7~ %) : ‘A HEGIRE
Cloud LRS Service Mananda : Learning Record Award

HART =830 74 v 7 A&t MA] B2 5)
Data Pacific Japan Ltd. (MAJ Associate Member)

eR—F 73V A 2T HICEBNT7 =2V AHBiDOLE: e R— 7 VA E

e-Portfolio Container for Performance Assessments : e-Portfolio Award

JREFE N (G TRERYE) & 2 DWtEF — 4 MAJRR)
Hideto Harashima (Maebashi Institute of Technology) and his research team (MAJ Members)

LMSOfED 5512 V) Y —ADIA LR —a—F 2/ ay—H
Connecting LMS for Resource Sharing and Collaborative Learning: New Technology Award

Moodle Moot Japan 2015 Sponsors HAZL—F)L - A— 2015 AH ¥ —

learning VERSION2

web technology for education
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e-learning co Litd hasbecome a Moodle Partner o Lt e, SEREIZIRA |
P&ttt A —F —=>2 Moodle’S— +F—I b ADS ORI THTE FEA

e-learning co Ltd, our associate member, is now a official Moodle part- ;) IP)’;??}? g ﬁ%%ﬁz&défg)
ner. Its CEO, Takeshi Matsuzaki, has been playing an active part, with ! ° s
MAJ, in promoting and the use of Moodle in Japan, and we are very i Thank you for reading MAJ
happy to work with the new Moodle partner. Congratulations! : Newsletter #5. Unfortunately; :
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